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JOHNSTON

Tall tale

Visit the Johnston Historical Society for a taste of local lore

Current owner vows to restore, 
protect Big Shang Bailey’s Hotel

SHARING 
THE STORY:
Above, An-
thony Ursillo 
holds his thick 
binder of 
research on 
his Hartford 
Avenue 
home and 
the infamous 
former owner, 
Frederick A. 
‘Big Shang’ 
Bailey.  At 
right, a photo 
of Bailey is 
seen in the 
binder. (Sun 
Rise pho-
tos by Rory 
Schuler)

By RORY SCHULER

Around 210 members of 
the Johnston High School 
Class of 2021 are expected 
to graduate Friday night, 
June 18.

The graduating high 
school seniors were ex-
pected to march in a parade 
the night before, Thursday, 
June 17.

The parade was original-
ly scheduled to start Friday 
night, but was moved to 
Thursday as commence-
ment plans evolved.

“The senior parade is 
now on Thursday night, 
and kicks off at 6:30 at North 
Woods Office Park,” said 
Johnston Schools Superin-
tendent Dr. Bernard DiLullo 
Jr. “The students will walk 
north on Atwood Avenue to 
Johnston High School, and 
all end up in the high school 
parking lot.”

Class of 
2021 set 
to cross 
the stage

By RORY SCHULER

Big Shang the Prussian Giant, a 
former circus freak, was a John-
ston pimp and booze peddler 

until he heard the word of God.
He sold women and rum to trav-

elers who passed by his 2737 Hart-
ford Ave. home, until consumption 
claimed his health and he caught 
his first glimpse of mortality.

Johnston resident Anthony Ur-
sillo lives there now, and, as a his-
tory-lover, he has pledged to restore 

the home and keep developers from 
razing the 225-year-old structure.

“He made this house into a broth-
el,” Ursillo said while standing on 
the huge front porch of the spacious 
home his parents purchased in 1975. 
“And then, God talked to him.”

“Sailor. Soldier. Circus-man. Sa-
loonkeeper.” The subtitle of Freder-
ick A. “Big Shang” Bailey’s autobi-
ography gives just a glimpse into the 
legendary man’s sorted adventures.

By RORY SCHULER

A Johnston man witnessed 
someone steal his truck from 
his driveway, hopped into 
his wife’s car and followed 
the man until police arrived.

On June 12, at around 6:47 
a.m., several Johnston police 
officers responded to a re-
port of a lar-
ceny of a mo-
tor vehicle in 
the vicinity of 
School Street. 

Upon ar-
rival, dispatch 
advised that 
the report-
ing party ob-
served the suspect who al-
legedly stole the vehicle, and 
was following him.

The victim described the 
suspect as a man wearing 
black pants, a white T-shirt 
and a black jacket. The 
caller told dispatch that 
he was following behind 
the stolen vehicle travel-
ing east in the area of 1077 
Plainfield St.

Police:
Alleged
car thief 

caught in  
the act

Pellegrino

By RORY SCHULER

History is back in John-
ston. 

Members of the Johnston 
Historical Society want the 
public to once again visit 
their headquarters and mu-
seum at 101 Putnam Pike.

“We’re open,” said soci-
ety trustee Anthony Ursillo. 
“Our museum is something 
to see!”

Hours of operation have 
been necessarily spotty over 
the past year, throughout the 
pandemic.

Now that things are almost 
back to normal, the nonprofit 
organization needs dona-
tions and visitors.

“The public can visit by 
appointment when staff is 
available,” Johnston Histori-
cal Society President Elise 
Carlson said. “In the fall we 
hope to keep more steady 
hours.”

SHANG - PAGE 4 & 5■

GRADS - PAGE 14■

THEFT - PAGE 17■SOCIETY - PAGE 3■
MAPPING THE PAST: Elise Carlson, Anthony Ursillo and Carl L. Johnson stand with an enlarged town map 
drawn by George E. Matteson in 1948. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)
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The Johnston Police 
Department was recently 
honored as the second 
place winner of the 2020 
New England Association 
of Chiefs of Police Polic-
ing Award for communi-
ties with a population of 
30,000 to 50,000. 

“We are truly honored 
and humbled to be rec-
ognized by the New Eng-
land Association of Chiefs 
of Police for the commu-
nity policing award,” said 
Johnston Police Chief Jo-
seph Razza. “This recog-
nition validates the level 
of commitment to com-
munity service the dedi-
cated men and women of 
the Johnston Police De-
partment put forth on a 
daily basis.”

The New England Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police 
(NEACOP) evaluates po-
lice departments through-
out the six New England 
States for their efforts in 
community policing. The 
NEACOP highlights the 
importance of commu-
nity policing by recogniz-

ing the best agencies and 
practices in the region. 

The award is given for 
agencies’ efforts in achiev-
ing a successful commu-
nity policing program 
which embraces com-
munity centric policies 
through their work and 
interactions within their 
jurisdiction. Community 
policing includes allocat-
ing police officers to par-
ticular areas so that they 
become familiar with local 
residents through positive 
interactions, partnerships, 
and problem solving.

According to the NEA-
COP, their organization 
received many submis-
sions for the award and 
there was intense competi-
tion. This year’s first place 
award went to the Nor-
wich Police Department 
in Connecticut. NEACOP 
applauded the effort and 
time the Johnston Police 
Department invested in 
community policing. 

“On behalf of all of our 
members we congratulate 
you and your Department 

on their excellent Com-
munity Policing Program. 
As we all know, commu-
nity policing has become 
a very high priority,” 
wrote retired Chief of Po-
lice Jamie Hainsworth of 
NEACOP. “We recognize 
the importance of having 
working programs, such 
as yours, in which other 
departments can use to 
make their city or town a 
true community policing 
environment.” 

With scoring for this 
year’s award being ex-
tremely close, Johnston 
looks forward to compet-
ing again for next year’s 
award.

“It is a resounding be-
lief of every member of 
the Johnston Police De-
partment that we should 
embrace our community 
and continue to develop 
concepts that support 
community policing ini-
tiatives.  This will allow us 
to enhance our relation-
ships with the community 
we proudly serve,” said 
Razza.  

Johnston Police receive 
community policing award

COMMUNITY POLICING AWARD: Johnston Police Department Deputy Chief Mark 
Vieira and Chief Joseph Razza celebrate the department’s second place finish for the 2020 
New England Association of Chiefs of Police Policing Award. (Submitted photo)

ARREST WARRANT
On June 12, at approximately 4:15 p.m., 

while on patrol, Johnston Police Officer 
Thomas Santurri was traveling south-
bound on Killingly Street approaching 
the intersection of Traver Avenue when 
he observed a black Nissan Maxima trav-
eling northbound on Killingly.

The vehicle quickly turned right onto 
Traver Avenue without a turn signal acti-
vated, according to the police report.

As a result of the traffic violation, San-
turri turned his police cruiser around 
and detained the vehicle in the area of 42 
Herschel St. in Providence.

Santurri made contact with the driver 
who was identified as Brian P. Howe, of 
1811 Warwick Ave., Apt. 23E, Warwick, 
according to the police report.

According to the Rhode Island Law 
Enforcement Telecommunications Sys-
tem (RILETS), Howe had an active war-
rant from the Rhode Island State Police 
for violation of his community supervi-
sion. State Police communications per-
sonnel confirmed the warrant.

Howe was taken into custody without 
incident, according to the report.

Officer Anthony St. Laurent transport-
ed Howe back to Johnston Police Head-
quarters. He was processed and later 
turned over to Rhode Island State Police, 
processed and later transported at the 
Adult Correctional Institutions intake.

The vehicle was towed from the scene. 
Howe was also mailed a Johnston Mu-

nicipal Court Summons for a turn signal 
traffic violation.

Also in the vehicle was a passenger 
identified as Robert J. Delorenzo, of 10 
Westwood Manor Drive, Johnston.

A RILETS check revealed Delorenzo 
had a Superior Court Bench Warrant for 
failure to appear for cost review stem-
ming from a violation of a no contact or-
der charge from North Providence. 

He was also taken into custody with-
out incident. 

Delorenzo was transported to John-
ston Police Headquarters, processed and 
also later transported to the Adult Cor-
rectional Institutions intake.

Police log
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High Honor Roll

Achille, Giada
Aguilar, Melissa

Allen, Katlyn Carmela
Almeida, Skyla 

Anderson, Lucas 
Anzivino, Samaya Rose 

Aucone, Nicki 
Barbosa, Kaitlyn 

Barrenechea, Kelly 
Bishop, Colin 

Boudreau, Haley 
Boudreau, Isabella 
Buscemi, Juliana 
Capraro, Ryan 
Card, Madisyn
Colavita, Sierra 

Cook, Cody
Corona, Domenic

Cortesi, Albion
Cote, Nicholas David 
Cucinotta, Giuseppe 
Cucinotta, Santino 

Dandy, Arianna 
DeGrazia, Dominic 

DeLeon, Jacob 
Delgado, Anthony 

Desmarais, Gianna Sophia 
Disla, Tenniyah 

Fairbanks, Zoe Camille 
Fashjian, Emily 

Feinstein, Hunter Matthew
Feliciano, Hailey Elizabeth 

Fenaux, Mason 
Ferranti, Gianna Marie

Ferrara, William Braydon 
Finelli, Logan Blais 
Franchini, Robert J. 

Frisella, Lucas 
Gesualdi, Annabella 

Giron Caballero, Amanda 
Grace, Aiden 

Hill, Jasmine M. 
Houle, Brooke 

Jencks, Lana M. 
Johnson, Maddox
Johnson, Zerek R. 
Kirkland, Adrien 

Klein, Hannah
Kue, Elizabeth Mylee 

La Terra Bellina, Dario 
LaFazia, Derek Jr. 

Lang, Brenton 
Leomensah, Thaden 

Leonesio, Arianna Madison 
Maddaline, Angelica 
Major, Cidalia Janet 

Marone, Balla 
Marrocco, Nino 
Martins, Logan 

McClish, Bennett 
McCormack, Caroline 

McCrillis, Molly A. 
Montoya, Ezekiel 
Musa, Alexandra 
Nunes, Isabella 
Orozco, Gianna 

Padula, Aubree M. 
Parris, Bricen 

Parsons, Brendan
Pastore, Loren 

Patel, Janvi 
Patenaude, Nicole 
Patenaude, Noelle 
Paulson, Isabella 

Pettit, Jacob 
Pineda, Genesis J. 
Ponte, Matthew 
Prata, Jonathan 

Privitera, Catherine 
Rendina, Giana 
Rhind, Natalya 
Rivera, Alexis 

Rossi, Adriana Gabrielle 
Russillo, Gabriella E. 

Salamone, Alex Reagan 
Salazar, Isabella Marie 

Salera, Ella 
Sarli, Lorelai Rose 

Senno, James Thomas
Simmons, Robert III 

Simpson, Lucas James 
Soto, Aiden 
Sou, Aidan 

Subirana, Alexander 
Tabla, Jack 

Tabla, Karina 
Taglianetti, Emma 
Taglianetti, Luke 

Tillett, Abraham A.
Vang, Emily 

Veitch, Cameron Scott 
Williams, Sofia Rose 

Honor Roll

Alam, Saad 
Albanese, Selena 

Allen, Vincent
Amaral, Alexander John 
Amato, Andre William 
Amato, Roman John
Andrews, Matthew 

Annicelli, Ella 
Aucone, Marco 

Baptista, Marlice 
Barata, Gabriella Lily-Ann 

Bassett, Isabella R 
Benoit, Nicholas Edmond 

Bensouda, Ida 
Bonetti, Kara 
Bracey, Ethan 
Bremer, Jack 

Brown, I’daizha 
Bucci, Giuliana 

Buote, Tyler 
Camarena, Ricardo 

Campano, Madison Brooke 
Cardullo, Andrew Robert 
Cartwright, Autumn Rose

Castro, Michael 
Chhim, Kylee D. 
Cimino, Alyssa 

Clements, Matthew R.
Colon, Javier Emilio Jr. 

Corbo, Dante 
Corbo, Santino 

Crespo, Ra’Shaun 
Cross, Aidan 

Cucca, Michael 
D’Uva, Samson Yankee

DaSilva, Cristiano Jeffrey 
Dean, Stiles 

Deanseris, Emilia 
DeSimone, Gino 

Diaz, Alexa 
DiBiasio, Anthony 
Dinucci, Adrianna 

Diodati, Tyler 
DiRaimo, Jada Leigh 

Dixon, Lauren 

Duffany, Jolie 
Espinal, Christopher 

Fairbanks, Fiona Clarisse
Fernandez, Anelee 

Fredette, Haileigh-Rose 
Gobeille, Ian N 

Gonsalves, Sofya 
Grimshaw, Isabella 

Grullon, Abigail 
Halliwell, Isabella R.

Harris, Marleyshaa Ann 
Hilton, Kennedy 

Homenick IV, Walter Joseph 
Hopp, Mia A.
Iafrate, Olivia 

Jaiteh, Fatoumata 
Javery, Vanessa 

Jean-Philippe, Vanessa Michelle 
Jones, Matthew D.
Kleinberg, Alyssa

L’Europa, Thomas Joseph
Laflamme, Cloey Ann

Landaverde, Christopher 
Leomensah, Thadea 
Leone, Macy Laina 

Leslie, Steven 
Liang, Timothy 
Loffler, Katelyn 
Lyon, Nicholas 

Maggiacomo, Jordan Rae 
Mancini, Robert Alexander 

Marcano, Analese Asia 
Marchesi, Matthew J.
Martinez, Isabela L. 

Martins, Analeah Lynn 
McLellan, Julia Grace 

Mello, Ava 
Men, Arthur Daophet 

Mendoza, Rachael 
Mercado Anez, Ernesto 

Metts, Jonah K 
Morales, Jordy 

Morales, Karissa 
Nhar-Matko, Neriah 

Niles, Connor Christian 
Nunez, Janelle 

O’Donnell, Brady 
Ordonez-Flores, Daniel 
Pagliarini, Evelyn Rose 

Pannone, Anthony Joseph 
Paquin, Nicholas 

Pascale, Gabriella
Pena, Alvin

Pesenecker, Caroline Michelle 
Pezzullo, Brea Nicole 

Polofsky, Owen 
Prata, Skyla R.

Provoyeur, Fallon
Quinones, Leium 

Ramos Cardoza, Joseph Jr. 
Ramos, Valeria 
Raposo, Sydney
Regan, Hannah 

Ricci, Gian
Ricci, Gianna 

Ricci, Isabella Andrea 
Ricci, Isabelle

Rodriguez, Brissya 
Rogowski, Ava Marie 
Sanchez Perez, Leah 
Sanchez, Antonio D.

Santamaria, Jose
Santanelli, Selina 

Santilli-Pace, Tyler Silvio 
Santilli-Pace, Zachary 
Sarli, Madelyn Rose
Sauro, Gianna Grace 

Segee, Hailey M. 
Senecal, Averi Grace 

Senecal, Lily Jane
Shenk, Lia

Slavick, Madison
Soto, Nixon Iseah
Souza, Brandon

Spagnole, Christopher
Stoepker, Ariana

Tandon, Sienna Jolie
Toledo Hinojosa, Alex

Torti, Josie
Velleco, Nicholas Antonio

Vendetti, Anthony
Villafane, Victoria
Volcy, Carldjon’n 
Waterman, Ryan 
Wheeler, Austin 

Wiggins, Nathaniel 
Williams, Nicholas 
Winsor, Madison 

Winsor, Matthew E.
Xoydara, Thomas

Znoj, Clark Andrew

Ferri Middle School announces third quarter honor roll

“We’re here when they 
want us to be here,” Ursillo 
added. 

Ursillo, Carlson and the 
society’s recording secre-
tary Carl L. Johnson gave 
a local tour of the museum 
and adjacent Elijah Angell 
House.

The huge trunk and can-
opy of nearly 300-year-old 
copper beech tree shades 
the property.

The society is dedicated 
to preserving town and 
local history, sometimes 
salvaging one artifact at a 
time. 

The members also help 
maintain the town’s more 
than 100 historic cemeter-
ies, and admit they could 
use more help from the 
public. 

“We rake the leaves, pick 
up trash, mow the grass 
and fix fallen stones,” Carl-
son said. “We’re looking 
for volunteers all the time.”

The organization was 
formed by a group of resi-
dents in the 1970s.

In the early 1980s, the 
group met in the historic 
Elijah Angell House, and 
opened the museum in a 
classically constructed barn 
behind the home. 

The barn was subse-
quently expanded to in-
clude a larger meeting 
space, according to the 
group’s online history. 

The first floor of the Eli-
jah Angell House is main-
tained as a museum, and 
includes a collection of 
historic maps and count-
less pieces from Johnston’s 
past. 

A glass display case 
contains the World War II 

fighter pilot jacket worn by 
local resident George Sut-
cliffe.

Pieces of a repaired 1750 
tombstone are propped 
against one wall. It was 
smashed and has been 
rebuilt by Historical So-
ciety Vice-President Ste-
phen Merolla, head of the 
group’s cemetery commit-
tee. 

“We’ve been here for all 
these years, but some peo-
ple in the neighborhood 
don’t even know where 
we’re located,” Ursillo said. 

The group has about 50 
active members, but has 
plenty of room for more.

The community is in-
vited to call 401-231-3380 
to schedule a visit to the 
museum.

More information can 
be found at the society’s 
website, johnstonhistori-
cal.org.

■ Society
(Continued from page 1)

ANGELL HOUSE: The Johnston Historical Society has restored the historic Elijah 
Angell House at 101 Putnam Pike. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)
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Watch Your
MOUTH

Having wisdom teeth removed seems almost 
to be a rite of passage, but it is not always 
necessary. For some people, this third set of 
molars arrives in the back of the mouth healthy 
and with plenty of space to grow. However, 
wisdom teeth sometimes do not have enough 
room to grow properly, which can cause 
crowding which pushes the other teeth out of 
place. For some patients, the third molars grow 
in crooked, which can lead to cysts, tumors, 
and gum disease. In most cases, a dental visit 
will expose any potential problems with the 
development of wisdom teeth and they can 
be removed before they cause any issues or 
symptoms.

Whether it involves wisdom teeth, implants, 
cosmetic work, simple fillings, or complex 
restorations, any program we suggest for your 
dental health will be thoroughly discussed with 
you before we begin. When you are looking for 
state-of-the-art, personalized dentistry from 
people who really care, welcome to DENTAL 
ARTS GROUP. Our dental team works smoothly 
and efficiently together, devoted to making 
your dental experience comfortable as well 
as enhancing. Call us at 401-521-3661 for an 
appointment at 1136 Hartford Ave., Johnston.

P.S. Wisdom teeth are usually removed in a 
patient’s late teens because the tooth roots have 
not fully formed and they are easier to extract.

WISDOM TOOTH REMOVAL

Warwick Beacon
•

Cranston Herald
•

Johnston SunRise

Johnston 
Sun Rise

Advertise
in your

hometown
newspAper!
To place your ad, call

732-3100

The Johnston brothel 
owner found salvation in 
Christianity, according to 
his autobiography. But the 
road to salvation was long 
and twisted.

Autobiography
“Shang’s Own Story,” a 

small 10-cent turn-of-the-
century paperback, tells 
Bailey’s story in his own 
words, and explains how 
the man “changed from 
sin to righteousness by 
God’s grace and power.” 

The teenage whaler, 
Civil War infantryman, 
prisoner of war, rumseller 
and eventual sideshow at-
traction was a giant of a 
man, standing more than 6 
feet, 7 inches tall.

“He was so big he got 
a job in the circus work-
ing for P.T. Barnum as the 
Prussian Giant,” Ursillo 
said while paging through 
an amazingly thick binder 
of research. “He died at 
age 71 in 1913.”

Born in June 1942 in Bur-
rillville, in a factory village 
called Gazzaville, Bailey 
was a mischievous child.

“But it was a fact that I 
was a bad boy,” he wrote 
in his book. “I was the 
ring-leader among the oth-
er boys of the village and 
led them on into all kinds 
of wickedness and what I 
didn’t think of the others 
did.”

The boys would steal 
eggs for weekend feasts 
held during marathon card 
games in an old wood-
chopper’s cabin, until they 
got caught and whipped. 

Bailey recalled getting 
caught stealing under-ripe 
melons by “a doctor and 
dentist and farmer” who 
tended a bursting melon 
patch nearby.

“They were not very 
ripe, but of course a boy 
doesn’t mind anything 
like that,” he wrote. “In 
the midst of our feast who 
should break in upon us 
but the doctor himself, 
with a whip in his hand.”

Off to Sea & War
When Bailey was 16 

years old, his father died, 
and the boy, nearly a man, 
went to sea, working on 
whaling boats sailing out 
of New Bedford, Massa-
chusetts.

“I was in the West In-
dies when the news ar-
rived of the firing upon 
Fort Sumpter (sic) [Fort 
Sumter],” Bailey wrote. 
“I came back to the Unit-
ed States and enlisted in 
the Second Rhode Island, 
Company I, for three 
years.”

His first stretch of bat-
tlefield fighting didn’t last 
long.

“I was taken prisoner at 
the first battle of Bull Run 
and was sent to Richmond 
where we were kept 
imprisoned for several 
months,” he wrote. 

Bailey became a big man 
among his fellow soldier 
prisoners. While confined 
in a tobacco warehouse, 
he discovered a valuable 
treasure.

“In one part of the room 
was a great hogshead con-
taining all kinds of spic-
es over which rum was 
poured, and after leach-
ing through the spices and 

becoming saturated with 
them it was then drawn off 
and used for flavoring the 
tobacco,” he wrote.

He sold the tobacco and 
rum to his fellow soldiers, 
but told everyone he out-
ran the guards to procure 
the goods, so the trove 
would not be discovered 
and raided. 

From Virginia, the pris-
oners were moved to 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. His 
treatment in custody be-
came torturous.

“During the first few 
weeks after we were im-
prisoned in this place, 
about 150 out of the 350 
men died of diarrhea.”

From Alabama, the pris-
oners were moved again 
to Salisbury, North Caro-
lina.

He sold clothing to rebel 
guards to buy food, stav-
ing off hunger imposed by 
insufficient rations. 

Baily procured dried 
peach pies and shared 
them with the other pris-
oners.

Journey Back Home
After several months, 

the men were paroled 
and sent on a long jour-
ney home. In Newberne, 
North Carolina, while 
aboard a ship anchored 
in the bay, Bailey start-
ed searching for fellow 
Ocean State soldiers.

“I asked a boatman 
who was in a small boat 
along-side the vessel, if 
the Second Rhode Island 
was there and he said he 
thought it was,” Bailey 
wrote. “So I waited until 
it was dark, went into the 
wheel-room (the vessel 
being a side-wheeler) and 
swam out to one of these 
boats which was to take 
me ashore.”

When he arrived in the 
city, he discovered that 
his former battalion was 
nowhere to be found. In-
stead, he found a Rhode 
Island Battery unit.

Free Pass
Unable to travel with-

out papers, Bailey tracked 
down Gen. Ambrose 

Burnside at his headquar-
ters in the United States 
Hotel, and talked his 
way into securing a pass 
signed by the legendary 
general.

“Guards and patrols 
will pass the bearer until 
further orders. (Signed) 
Gen. Burnside.”

Bailey wrote that the 
pass should have read: 
“Guards and patrols will 
pass the bearer in New-
berne until further or-
ders.” The omission of 
two words allowed Bailey 
to travel anywhere in the 
United States he wished. 

He traveled home to 
Rhode Island, then to New 
Hampshire, and eventu-
ally traveled south to re-
join the fight. He followed 
Gen. Burnside into defeat 
near Fredericksburg, then 
on to Chancellorsville, 
Virginia, and eventually 
Bailey joined a long march 
into Pennsylvania.

“After the Chancellors-
ville fight in which my 
regiment fought at Salem 
Heights, we went back 
into our old camp and 
stayed there until the call 
to Gettysburg,” Bailey 
wrote. “The march from 
Fredericksburg to Gettys-
burg is one of the most re-
markable forced marches 
ever made in war, for test-
ing the courage and en-
durance of an army.”

After days of fighting, 
Bailey fell ill and went to 
a hospital in Portsmouth 
Grove. From there he was 
discharged, after three 
years in the Union army.

He celebrated Indepen-
dence Day, and then real-
ized his fighting was not 
finished.

“On the fifth day of July, 
1864, I re-enlisted and 
joined the navy for three 
years and served till three 
months after the war was 
over,” he wrote. 

The Big Top
In 1870, Bailey went 

into the circus business, as 
an assistant and boss can-
vasman. 

He traveled with wagon 
shows until 1875, when he 

joined Barnum’s World 
Fair on Wheels, and even-
tually became part of the 
sideshow. 

“It was while I was in 
the circus that the name 
‘Shang’ became attached 
to me,” Bailey wrote. “At 
that time the Shanghi 
fowls [a large breed of 
chicken imported through 
Shanghi] were introduced 
into this country and at-
tracted much attention 
by their great size and 
awkwardness; and so ev-
erything that was large or 
overgrown was called a 
Shanghi. Considering my 
extreme height the name 
easily applied to me and 
was quickly abbreviated 
to ‘Shang,’ a name which 
has clung to me ever 
since.”

The Rumseller
Soon, after his run with 

the circus, Bailey found 
himself in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, where he 
opened his first dancehall 
saloon.

Eventually, an exhaust-
ed bribery scheme and the 
strict moral code of the 
Quakers, led to his forced 
removal.

“After being in Phila-
delphia for nearly 12 
years, the Law and Order 
people got into power and 
I could get no license; so 
I abandoned the City of 
Brotherly Love and re-
turned to my native state 
in which there was no pro-
hibitory law, and which 
was therefore an inviting 
field for my operations,” 
Bailey wrote.

He opened a brothel 
and bar in Burrillville at 
a place called Round Top.

“Here I sold liquor for 
about 12 years without a 
license; yet this could not 
go on always, and after I 
had been unmolested for 
12 years, the town author-
ities notified us that we 
must get out of business,” 
Bailey wrote in his autobi-
ography.

Luckily for the unsink-
able entrepreneur, he had 
seen the writing on the 
wall.

■ Shang
(Continued from page 1)

MAN OF GOD? After he was diagnosed with consumption, Frederick A. ‘Big shang’ 
Bailey held camp meeting revivals at his property, and spoke at many other religious 
gatherings. (Courtesy photo)
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Say you saw it in the

Johnston
SunRise

Move to Johnston
“I had for some time 

expected this change and 
had bought, two or three 
years previous to this, the 
property in the town of 
Johnston, known and the 
Cornell estate, eight miles 
from Providence,” Bailey 
wrote. “I moved to John-
ston where I did business 
for five or six years.”

Ursillo said Bailey 
bought the Memorial Av-
enue home in 1896 and 
moved in by 1899.

On a now-razed barn 
next to the huge white 
home, the proprietor 
wrote in huge block let-
ters: “THIS IS BIG SHANG 
BAILEY’S HOTEL.”

The second floor of the 
home is split into approxi-
mately nine small bed-
rooms. 

“There are a lot of bed-
rooms,” Ursillo said as 
he led a tour through the 
home. “They make a big 
circle. All the hanky panky 
happened up there.”

God Spoke
After selling liquor and 

the company of women to 
men along the trolley line 
running from Providence 
into Connecticut, Bailey 
had a religious epiphany.

“It was at Johnston that 
the spirit of the Lord came 
to me,” he wrote. “My life 
had been full of excite-
ment and wickedness; I 
had never been where the 
word of God was taught; 
my associates had been 
among the sinful and vile 
and my thoughts, all my 
life, had been turned away 
from God.”

On Feb. 27, 1905, Bailey 
went behind the bar to 
count his receipts for the 
final time. 

“The next day I sent my 
hostler to Providence to 
put this notice in one of the 
Providence newspapers: 
‘Shang Bailey’s Place of 
Business is Closed.’ There 
was no man nor his place 
better known in Rhode 
Island than Shang Bailey 
and his hotel and of course 
this notice made a great 
hubbub, but it did its work 
and stopped people from 
coming,” Bailey wrote. 
“The report went out that 
‘Old Shang’ had gone cra-
zy, as his actions had led 
people to think so.”

Bibles &  
Camp Meetings

For the remaining eight 
years of his life, Bailey 
hosted tent revival Chris-
tian camp meetings and 
spread the word of the 
Gospel to anyone who 
would listen. 

He was eventually bap-
tized on Easter Sunday, 
1909, at the Emmanuel 
Church in Providence.

Bailey did countless in-
terviews with every will-
ing newspaper and journal 
in the state. He wrote his 
autobiography. 

“I have been asked fre-
quently by ministers and 
others to tell the story of 
my conversion, and in re-
sponse to these requests 
which I believe came in an-
swer to my prayers, I have 
told the story of God’s 
wonderful saving grace 
and power as manifested 
in my heart and life about 
150 times,” Bailey wrote to 
conclude his life story. “I 
have spoken in churches of 
nearly all denominations, 

seeking only to honor my 
Saviour.”

Log Gift  
Shoppe

On Dec. 27, 1975, Ur-
sillo’s parents, Beatrice 
and Anthony, bought the 
dilapidated property at 
2737 Hartford Ave. from 
the bank for about $16,000. 
They turned it into a 
unique retail operation 
called the Log Gift Shoppe.

“The entire store, up 
and down, was a very 
big shop,” Ursillo recalled 
from his office in an addi-
tion built onto the home by 
his parents. “We sold cur-
tains and bedspreads. We 
hung a different curtain on 
every window. Upstairs, 
we had mainly accent fur-
niture. Corner hutches, dry 
sinks, end tables, things of 
that nature. Oh my God, 
we had so much. We were 
pretty well known.”

The shop operated in the 
Federal style home from 
1976 to 2009, several years 
after the elder Anthony 
Ursillo died. Beatrice is 
now 86 years old.

Restoration
Ursillo lives in the home 

with his partner of 18 
years, Timothy Kee, and 
their dog, a Bedlington 
Terrier named Katie. 

“Some people in John-
ston probably don’t realize 
there is a famous landmark 
here in town,” Ursillo said.

Following an arduous 
application process, the 
home was finally added 
to the National Register 
of Historic Places several 
years ago.

Over the past two years, 
the couple has been restor-
ing sections of the home to 
its original details. 

The porch has been ex-
tended to cover the entire 
front of the long home.

Ursillo and Kee have 
removed the shutters, and 
have been recreating the 
interior moldings. 

“I’d be tempted to sell 
if somebody came with 
some ridiculous amount of 
money, and promised not 
to tear it down,” Ursillo 
said. “But I can afford to 
stay here. I love the build-
ing, even if it’s kind of 

huge for the two of us and 
a dog.”

Ursillo spends much of 
his free time researching 
Bailey’s life and the home 
where he found God and 
spent most of his final 
years.

“We often wonder if 
Shang Bailey was really 
became a humble, God-
loving man, or was he 
just a con artist?” Ursillo 
asked. 

That question may never 
have a definitive answer. 

“I think Shang Bailey 
would be proud of me,” 
Ursillo said as he moved 
knickknacks around on 
the mantle of one of the 
home’s many fireplaces. 
“If there are ghosts in this 
house, and I don’t believe 
there are, I think they’re 
probably happy ghosts.”

He bent down to show 
off the home’s original 
wooden plank flooring.

“You can never replace 
an old house like this,” Ur-
sillo said. “You need to ed-
ucate the next generation 
on the importance of his-
tory before its forgotten.”

IN HIS WORDS: Anthony Ursillo holds a copy of Shang Bailey’s autobiography 
‘Shang’s Own Story’ in the Hartford Avenue home where both men have resided, 
100 years apart. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)
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Johnston High School’s Art Depart-
ment has been steadily growing its focus 
on technology in relation to the art stu-
dio.

Grant Funding from the RI Legislature, 
sponsored by state Rep. Deborah Fellela, 
provides an opportunity for students to 
create on an iPad and for teachers to docu-
ment and share student work. The grant 
also allows for the purchase of display 
materials in the form of mats to frame art-
work produced in Digital Art classes.

The $500 grant allows for greater use 
of the Adobe Suite program used in Digi-
tal Art. Adobe Suite is the gold standard 
in graphic design and illustration fields. 
Therefore, this funding supports school 
to career connections. 

Work will be exhibited in person in an 
annual art show as well as online, allow-

ing young artists to share their artistic 
vision with the school community and 
beyond.

Kerry Murphy’s objective, as Visual 
Arts Chairwoman, is to support the ex-
citing work being done by art teachers, 
Mike Harwood and Matthew Nerney, as 
well as the students in their classes.

“We want to enhance both teaching 
and learning through state of the art tech-
nology equipment and programs,” Mur-
phy said. “We are now proud to offer a 
Digital Art Academy pathway. Students 
take a prescribed selection of courses to 
prepare for challenging real world work 
experiences — both in visual art and 
technology. They can graduate with a 
certificate and gold seal recognizing their 
specialization, in addition to their high 
school diploma.”

JHS Art Department 
wins state grant

POULIOT MASTERPIECES: Above, graduating senior Alex Pouliot has created a portfolio of digital works. He will be one of the first seniors to graduate receiving a 
certificate with a gold seal for successfully fulfilling the requirements of the Two-Dimensional Art Academy, in addition to his diploma. He will attend RIC for Art in the fall. 
Below, Kerry Murphy, JHS Fine Arts Co-Chairwoman (left), receives a grant check from state Rep. Deborah Fellela. (Submitted photos)

Johnston resident Cooper 
Arnold was named valedic-
torian of the Class of 2021 at 
Saint Raphael Academy in 
Pawtucket.

Cooper earned a 116.16 
weighted GPA and was 
awarded several presti-
gious awards including the 
Dalton-Hulme ’64 Memorial 
Award, First Congressional 
District Award and Senator 
Pell Medal in American His-
tory.

He attained Next-in-Merit 
ranking in Theology, English 
and Mathematics. 

Cooper is a member of 
the National Honor Society, 
Rhode Island Honor Soci-
ety, Moore Scholars, Spanish 
Honor Society and Thespian 
Honor Society.

He plans to attend the 
University of Virginia and 

study political science.
Saint Raphael Academy is 

a diocesan, Catholic, college 
preparatory school found-
ed in the charism of Saint 
John Baptist de La Salle and 
rooted in the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. The Academy pro-
vides a comprehensive and 
competitive college prepara-
tory high school experience 
to about 500 young men and 
women from diverse back-
grounds and prepares each 
student for a life dedicated 
to learning, leadership and 
service. 

Over 95 years, the Acade-
my’s more than 7,000 gradu-
ates have gone on to careers 
in business, law, medicine, 
education, science and en-
gineering. We are more than 
just a school community -- 
we are a family.

Local students attending Saint 
Raphael Academy were recently 
recognized at several academic 
awards ceremonies this spring. 

Students from Johnston included:
* Ifeany Joshua Ibeh, Grade 10, 

French 2 Award
* Ashley Ibeh, Grade 11, National 

Honor Society
* Tanya Almeida, Grade 12, Na-

tional Honor Society, Rhode Island 
Honor Society, Statistics & Probabil-
ity Award

* Joseph Legault, Grade 12, Rhode 
Island Honor Society

* Anthony Marsella, Grade 12, 
Rhode Island Honor Society, Span-
ish Honor Society

Johnston students 
receive honors at  

Saint Raphael Academy 

Johnston’s Arnold named Valedictorian of 
Saint Raphael Academy’s Class of 2021

Advertise today! 732-3100
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St. Rocco celebrates graduates
St. Rocco School recently recognized this year’s eighth-grade graduates. They are 
Eriana Blanco, Devin Morra, Sophia Confident, Camryn Phillips, Nicholas D’Aquila, 
David Sabetta, David Hanson III, Billy Stockton III, Ava Iacobo, Josiah Vannarath, 
Gabriell Leon and Alexander Zuena. (Submitted photo)

By PETE FONTAINE

The ageless adage, “if you 
want something done ask a 
busy person,” certainly ap-
plies to Laura-Jean Ferranti.

Perhaps that’s why 
Town Councilman Joseph 
Polisena Jr., who represents 
District 2, called upon Fer-
ranti to fill a vacancy on the 
highly-important Johnston 
Senior Center Advisory 
Board.

Ferranti’s appointment, 
in fact, was unanimously 
endorsed by Mayor Jo-
seph Polisena who, during 
a swearing-in in his Town 
Hall Executive Chamber, 
said: “Laura-Jean will do a 
fantastic job; she’s just like 
her mother (Norma-Jean 
Pirri) who was once a mem-
ber of the Johnston School 
Committee and served 
from 2002 to 2006.”

Moreover, once the 
Mayor administered the 
Oath of Office to Ferranti, 
the two reminisced about 
her mom’s days of being 
a valuable member of the 
Johnston School Committee 
and he said with confidence 
ringing in his voice: “I know 
you will do a great job serv-
ing on the advisory board.”

“I am honored to be 
nominated as a member of 
the Johnston Senior Center 
Advisory Board as a life-
long resident of the town,” 
Ferranti said. “I am a very 
busy woman but I look for-
ward to being part of such 
an important and valuable 
leadership group in our 
town.”

Ferranti is the wife of Da-
vid Ferranti and the couple 
has two children, Christian, 
13, who attends Nicholas 

A. Ferri Middle School and 
Francesca, 10, a student at 
Sara Dyer Barnes Elemen-
tary School.

She has also been a dance 
instructor for 17 years at 
High Steppin’ Dance Acad-
emy in Johnston and dou-
bles as a realtor with DiBi-
ase Associates Inc., where 
she has worked for the past 
seven years.

Ferranti is also employed 
by the City of Cranston in 
the Department of Com-
munity Development. Prior 
to that, she was responsible 
for overseeing a retired and 
senior volunteer program 
in the northern part of the 
state that had more than 300 
senior volunteers at 31 sites.

She has also worked 
closely with the Executive 

Director of Aging Well Inc. 
in Woonsocket and served 
on the Age Friendly RI Co-
alition.

Ferranti, who was all 
smiles during her meet-
ing with Mayor Polisena, 
went on: “I feel that I have 
a wealth of knowledge that 
I can bring to the Town of 
Johnston and I am looking 
forward to working with 
the (Johnston Senior Center) 
executive director.”

The mission of the John-
ston Senior Center Advisory 
Board is, as she understands 
it, to assist the Executive Di-
rector in operations. This 
includes recommendations 
for nutritional, social and 
other needs that benefit 
aging population with the 
town.

Ferranti named to  
Senior Center Advisory Board

CLASSIC COMMENDATION: Laura-Jean Ferranti is 
all smiles after receiving an Official Commendation from 
Mayor Joseph Polisena after she accepted a post on 
the Johnston Senior Center Advisory Board. (Sun Rise 
photo by Pete Fontaine)
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BANKRUPTCY
 Flat $95000 Atty. Fee

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
Payment Plan Available

Attorney David B. Hathaway
Former Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee

401-738-3030
dave@ribankruptcy.net

This firm is a debt relief agency

By MERI R. KENNEDY 

Pizza with the Police
 
The Johnston Police Department in-

vites the community to its first Pizza 
with the Police event, to be held on 
Thursday, June 24, from 6 to 7 p.m. at 
Pizzeria Romana Johnston, located at 
1571 Atwood Ave. in Johnston. Join in 
for your favorite slice and get to know 
the officers who serve your neighbor-
hood.

Help the Historical Society
 
The Find on 6, located at 2953 Hart-

ford Ave., is now accepting consignment 
items on behalf of the Johnston Histori-
cal Society. That means you can donate 
some gently used white elephant items 
and, if they sell, the society gets 60 per-
cent of the proceeds! Each person may 
bring two boxes of goods at a time, 
Wednesday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

Appropriate items include antiques, 
collectibles, vintage clothing or hand-
bags (in good condition), jewelry, kitch-
enware, furniture, etc. Nothing broken 
or soiled.

One Act Play Festival  

Artists’ Exchange proudly announces 
the return of its 16th annual One Act 
Play Festival, running June 24-27.

This year, for the first time in festival 
history, the stage will be set outdoors in 
the heart of Rolfe Square.

This family-friendly event will have 
audiences of all ages enjoying quality, 
never-before-seen productions of seven 
one-act plays, all while celebrating the 
summer season and sunshine.

Performances are Thursday, June 24, 
through Saturday, June 26, at 6 p.m., and 
Sunday, June 27, at 12 p.m. outdoors 
under the trees in the lot next to Art-
ists’ Exchange and across from Durfee’s 
Hardware.

Tickets are $10 in advance or $15 at the 
door, or for groups that wish to both save 
on ticket admission and sit together, take 
advantage of our new “pod seating,” 
which costs only $50 for a private 9-by-
9-foot section for you and seven guests. 

This event is truly family friendly, as 
well as handicap accessible. Additional 
event details, as well as behind the 
scenes information about casts, directors 
and playwrights can all be found online 
at artists-exchange.org/one-act-play-
festival.

Summer concerts at Garden City
 
Your favorite summer tradition is 

back at Garden City Center!
Join in on Wednesday nights in July 

and August for good tunes, family fun 
and memories that will last well beyond 
the dog days of summer as part of the 
shopping center’s Summer Concert Se-
ries.

Garden City will be making these 
concerts even more exciting than ever, so 
stay tuned for more details in the com-
ing weeks!

As of now, the schedule includes 
Funk Night featuring XS BAND on July 
21; Tropical Night featuring The Copa-
cetics on July 28; A night on the board-
walk featuring Elton John vs. Billy Joel 
on Aug. 4; and ’80s night featuring Fast 
Times on Aug. 11.

As always, the concerts are free of 
charge. To learn more, follow Garden 
City Center on Facebook or visit garden-
citycenter.com.

19th Rochambeau  
Strawberry Biscuit Tea

  
The Cranston Historical Society in-

vites members of the community to at-
tend the organization’s first 2021 event 
after the COVID shutdown.

The Rochambeau Strawberry Biscuit 
Tea at the Joy Homestead will be held 
from 6 to 8 p.m. on Friday, June 18, with 
a rain date of June 20.

Celebrate the 240th anniversary of 
General Rochambeau’s march through 

Cranston, Scituate and Coventry on 
June 18, 1781, on the way to victory over 
the British at Yorktown.

The Joy Homestead, a historic site on 
the Washington Rochambeau Revolu-
tionary Route, a National Park Heritage 
Trail, celebrates this march to cictory. The 
biscuits symbolize the local citizens giv-
ing food to the French soldiers as they 
marched along. The wagon carrying the 
bread and biscuits tipped over on what 
is now Biscuit Hill Road in Coventry, 
just before the Waterman Tavern. 

At the event, there will be tea and 
homemade biscuits and strawberries. 
The suggested donation is $5 donation. 
To RSVP, call (401) 944-9226. For more 
information, follow the Cranston His-
torical Society on Facebook or visit cran-
stonhistoricalsociety.org.

Warwick Center for the Arts  
Summer Art Camp

Warwick Center for the Arts, located 
at 3259 Post Road in Warwick, will hold 
its 2021 Summer Art Camp from June 
28-Aug. 13. 

The camp will feature a variety of 
courses, such as “Comics and Coloring 
Books,” “The Art of Musical Theater,” 
and much more. Spend your summer 
creating, making friends and having 
fun.

For cost and times, and additional 
information, visit warwickcfa.org, call 
(401) 737-0010 or email danielle@war-
wickcfa.org.

Garden City SWEAT

Every Saturday, Garden City Center 
will present its new fitness series, Gar-
den City SWEAT. Each week, they will 
be bringing you outdoor group work-
out classes led by instructors from local 
fitness community, including CORE 
Studios and Haven Fitness. They mix it 
up with different styles and intensities, 
so there’s something for yogis, HIIT-lov-
ers and everything in between.

Plus, a lucky participant in each class 
will win a $50 gift card to either lulule-
mon or Athleta. Spots are limited. Reg-
ister and learn more at gardencitycenter.
com/sweat.

 
Friends of the  

Mohr Public Library

Friends of the Mohr Public Library 
is a nonprofit corporation dedicated to 
Mohr Library.

Members of the Friends plan and run 
book sales and carry out other fundrais-
ing activities to allow Mohr Library to 
increase services and programs.

The Friends welcome new members 
who are willing to provide support 
through donations, membership dues, 
or volunteering their time.

To find out more, contact the library 
director at 231-4980 (press 7).

 
Mental health education

Anxiety, depression, bipolar disorder, 
schizophrenia, obsessive compulsive 
disorder, borderline personality disor-
der, post traumatic stress, suicide – all 
are topics many people prefer not to 
discuss, so the heartbreak and stigma 
continue.

If you have a loved family member 
or a friend who is struggling with a 
mental health issue, then the Rhode Is-
land chapter of the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness can help. NAMI-RI 
(namirhodeisland.org) provides free 
and virtual education, support and re-
sources. It is currently accepting registra-
tions for its upcoming Family-to-Family 
course.

For more information, call (401) 331-
3060 or mail beth@namirhodeisland.
org.

 CCAP Chip for Charity  

Save the date – CCAP has announced 
plans to hold its 2021 Chip for Char-
ity golf tournament on Wednesday, 
Sept. 15, at Harbor Light Golf Club in 
Warwick. Sponsorships and foursomes 

are available. For more details, contact 
CCAP’s Lee Beliveau at (401) 562-8353 
or lbeliveau@comcap.org.

As a nonprofit community action 
program, CCAP needs to raise funds to 
assist families it serves. A large number 
of families CCAP serves have lost their 
jobs, suffered an illness, or experienced 
a different type of crisis, usually through 
no fault of their own. Last year, CCAP 
touched the lives of more than 40,000 
people and provided over $1.2 million 
in uncompensated services.

Chip for Charity, presented by Neigh-
borhood Health and Mutual of America, 
is CCAP’s largest fundraiser during the 
year to benefit its programs and services.

 
Be Kind RI

Be Kind RI is a new program that 
connects volunteers to their neighbors 
across Rhode Island through text alerts 
to coordinate food deliveries from gro-
cery stores and food pantries. To sign 
up, go to BeKindRI.org. Volunteers 
must be 18 or older and undergo our 
background check. Be Kind RI is open 
to those in Rhode Island experiencing 
COVID-19 risk factors, including seniors 
65 and older, anyone with underlying 
health conditions, those in quarantine or 
isolation, anyone experiencing a lack of 
childcare, and those who would other-
wise experience difficulty in obtaining 
food. For assistance signing up, call 877-
958-8785.

 
Craft and activity kits

 
Free craft and activity kits for children 

are available at the arian J. Mohr Memo-
rial Library brary. Stop by the library to 
pick up one, or e-mail Ms. Meri meri@
mohrlibrary.org or call 231-4980 to make 
a reservation.

 
At the Johnston  
Senior Center  

 
If you need any help with heating, 

housing, etc., during this cold winter or 
any other time, contact the Johnston Se-
nior Center Social Services Department 
by calling 944-3343. Madeline or Amy 
will be happy to help you.

 
News from the library

 
Mohr Library is currently accessible 

to the public during reduced hours but 
continues to offer curbside pickup and 
other services during its regular sched-
ule. Services include curbside delivery; 
reference help by phone, email or in per-
son; recommendation lists and one-on-
one help to explore interests in reading, 
viewing and listening; printing from 
home or your device; use of computers 
and copier; and a free notary public, eve-
nings and Saturdays by appointment.

 
Johnston Community  

Library Book Club
 
Kids ages 8 to 10 can meet online, by 

invitation, Thursdays at 3 p.m. to hear 
readings and discuss books with library 
trustee and volunteer Denese Carpenter.

Interested in other times or want to 
suggest a book for discussion? Let them 
know.

Parents can learn more about sign-up 
procedures by contacting Library Direc-
tor Jon Anderson. Email info@mohrli-
brary.org or call 401-231-4980, ext. 7.

 
Did you know?

 
In the northern hemisphere, the sum-

mer solstice, or longest day of the year, 
takes place between June 20 and 22 each 
year. This year it falls on Monday, June 
21, which is the first day of the summer 
season. (Source: June 2021 Fun Facts)

SunriseScoops@aol.com. Photos in jpg 
format are accepted and news can include 
community events, promotions, academic 
news and nonprofit events as well as virtual 
events. Email today and see your news in our 
column in the Johnston Sun Rise. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone number in case we 
require any further information.

Sun RiSe ScoopS
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By PETE FONTAINE

“People were telling 
me this is like Downtown 
Hope,” Richard Zambarano 
mused late Sunday after-
noon. “They were saying 
they’d never seen this many 
people here in Hope at one 
time like there is today!”

That was because the first-
ever Hope Service Center 
Car Show, hosted by Zam-
barano, the owner, and orga-
nized by the Johnston Street 
Machines, was an over-
whelming success.

“I was thrilled … abso-
lutely thrilled with the turn-
out,” said Zambarano. The 
show even had competition 
from another similar show 
held in another part of the 
state. “We had 65 cars, col-
lected 64 canned goods for 
the Scituate Food Bank and 
raised $2,349 for the Izzy 
Foundation.”

Co-organizer Gary Mad-
docks (the former Deputy 
Police Chief in Johnston) 
was also ecstatic with 
Sunday’s results and said 
“people were saying they 
couldn’t believe how well-
organized this show is; it’s 
like these people have done 
this for years.”

Co-organizer Tina Bro-
deur, who formerly headed 
the Johnston Street Machines 

Thursday Night Car Showa 
at Denny’s Restaurant on 
Route 6, was also thrilled 
with Sunday’s results and 
fact that Zambarano an-
nounced “we will be doing 
this again next year!”

If you wanted to see col-
orful classic cars, Sunday’s 
show had just that.

If you wanted to see prize 
Pontiac’s complete with 
food trays dating back to 
those glorious days of drive-
in car hop food service, Sun-
day’s show had a variety 
of vintage vehicles decked 
out in all kinds of equip-
ment and decorations like 
the once-popular fuzzy dice 
made out of cloth that were 
once icons and hung from 
car mirrors.

“This is a car show un-
like any we’ve seen around 
there,” offered one of three 
men, all who had gray hair 
and sat in lawn chairs in 
front of the U.S. Post Office 
on Hope. “Good for Richard 
(Zambarano); they’ve got 
so many cars (that) they are 
on display here in this park-
ing lot as well as the service 
center.”

There were several other 
factors that led to the success 
Sunday.

First and foremost, John-
ny Nardolillo, a talented 
disc jockey who works for 

DJ-The Car Guy-Richard 
George,  took show-goers 
on a trip down memory lane 
spinning continuous classics 
dating back to the 1950s and 
into the highly-requested 
Doo Wop Sounds of music.

“Now that’s a talented 
DJ!” a man exclaimed while 
talking with his wife and 
waiting aside The Hot Pota-
to waiting for his food order. 
“I hope he plays the Tempta-
tions so-called national an-
them … a.k.a. My Girl!”

Needless to say, his wife’s 
face lit up like a Christmas 
tree and then the couple 
embraced before enjoying 
food that also received rave 
reviews from countless car 
aficionados.

“This was a gratifying 
day,” said Maddocks, as he 
thanked as many vintage ve-
hicle owners as possible for 
their attendance and special 
support. “Think about this 
for a moment; we had three 
dozen businesses donate 
prizes … people came with 
canned goods to boost the 
(Scituate) food bank … and 
in the end, The Izzy Foun-
dation that offers refuge for 
parents of children who are 
battling cancer at Hasbro 
Children’s Hospital was the 
big winner due to the gen-
erosity of the many people 
here today.”

Hope Service Center hosts 
inaugural car show

CLASSIC CHEVY: It didn’t matter what the model of a classic car like this vintage 
Chevrolet or countless other manufacturer’s was, Sunday’s Hope Service Center 
Car Show had every kind of classic imaginable. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)

OUTSTANDING ORGANIZERS: Gary Maddocks and Tina Brodeur enjoy a lighter mo-
ment alongside just a few of the classic cars that were on display at Sunday’s Hope Service 
Center Show. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)
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M16, The Eagle Nebula  
(aka Star Queen Nebula)

By LUC MAGUIRE
Special to the Sun Rise

The Eagle Nebula is a young open cluster of stars located in the constellation Ser-
pins. Swiss astronomer Jean Phillippe de Cheseaux discovered it in 1745. The dark 
nebulosity near the center of M16 are famously known as The Pillars of Creation, Im-
aged by NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope. The Eagle Nebula is part of an active star 
formation region about 7,000 light-years away from Earth. Amateur visual astrono-
mers can view the core of the Eagle Nebula with a telescope or pair of binoculars and 
will be able to see about 20 stars clearly surrounded by gas and dust illuminated by 
the surrounding stars. Under absolute dark skies one might get a small faint glimpse 
of the three Pillars also. 

Over the course of two consecutive nights, I set my telescope’s sights on M16, The 
Eagle Nebula. Due to its location in the sky this early into Milky Way season, I was 
only able to get limited imaging time on this target. I used Narrowband filters to 
block out all of visible light except the Hydrogen Alpha, and Oxygen-iii gas illumi-
nated by the surrounding stars in that area. The H-alpha can be seen in Red and the 
Oxygen-iii can be seen in Blue. I used each filter to gather roughly 35 images that were 
5 minutes in length and stacked them using astrophotography editing software. This 
Image was taken in my backyard in Johnston.

 
Gear used:

Imaging telescopes or lenses: William Optics Zenith 73 II
Imaging cameras: QHYCCD QHY183M 

Mounts: SkyWatcher EQ6R-Pro
Guiding telescopes or lenses: William Optics 50mm Guidescope rotolock William 

Optics 50mm F/4 Guide Scope
Guiding cameras: ZWO ASI120MM-Mini ASI120MM-Mini 

Focal reducers: Williams Optics Flat73A
Software: PixInsight  ·  Adobe Phosotshop CC  ·  NINA 10.1  ·  Sharpcap  ·  PHD2 

Guiding 2.62 PHD2.62Filters: Astronomik OIII 1.25” 6nm  ·  Astronomik Ha 1.25” 6nm
Dates: June 10, 2021
Frames: 72x300” (6h)

Integration: 6h
Avg. Moon age: 0.05 days
Avg. Moon phase: 0.00%

EDITOR’S NOTE: Lucas “Luc” Maguire captured this image from his backyard in John-
ston. He will be submitting his deep space images to the Sun Rise for publication each week. 
Maguire’s photography can also be found at his Instagram account @oceanstateastro and his 
Twitter feed @OceanStateAstro.

BACKYARD SPACE
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Carol R. Cambio

Carol R. (DeMarco) 
Cambio, 86, passed away 
June 13, 2021. 

Carol was a modest 
woman who had many 
passions. She enjoyed cook-
ing, baking and spending 
time with her family, espe-
cially her grandchildren. 
She was a devout parish-
ioner of Our Lady of Grace 
church and served as a 
volunteer for many dif-
ferent occasions including 
the annual Madonna della 
DiFesa feast. One of her most simple pleasures was cook-
ing holiday meals and decorating for celebrations with her 
family. She will be missed by all who knew her. 

She was the beloved companion of Florindo “Buff” Ucci.  
She was the devoted mother of Rebecca Baggesen and her 
husband Charles, Nadine Garofalo and her husband Mi-
chael, and Todd Cambio Sr. and his wife Janet, cherished 
grandmother of Hali Vaclavik (James), Todd Cambio Jr., 
Jordan Baggesen, Chad Garofalo (Christine), Amy Cambio 
and Michael Garofalo III, and great-grandmother of Bray-
don and Lilah.  Loving sister of Wayne, Carmine and Rob-
ert DeMarco and the late Kenneth DeMarco.

Relatives and friends are invited to attend a Mass of 
Christian Burial on Thursday at 10 a.m. at Our Lady of 
Grace Church, George Waterman Rd, Johnston.  Burial will 
follow in St. Ann Cemetery, Cranston. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Our Lady of 
Grace Church Memorial Fund.

Food trucks will welcome 
the Class of 2021 in the park-
ing lot.

“The students can pur-
chase food and socialize,” 
DiLullo said. 

The parade is expected to 
last about an hour.

Graduation will still be 
held Friday night, June 18, 
and is expected to start at 
6:30 at Mayor Joseph M. 
Polisena Athletic Complex.

Planners expect to hold 
the traditional commence-
ment ceremony outdoors. 
The event will include the 
school band and chorus, Di-
Lullo said.

“Students will receive 
their diplomas on stage,” he 
added. 

The school administration 
said early this spring that 
graduation plans would 
have to be fluid, and sub-
ject to change, since Covid 
restrictions had just started 
to loosen.

Students’ families will 
still be restricted to just four 
guests, but since the events 
will be outdoors, masks will 
no longer be mandatory.

“Right now, there are no 
mask requirements for the 
graduation,” DiLullo said 
Wednesday. “But we will 
still be doing symptom 
screening.”

The graduating class will 
sit together, but each seat 
will be socially distanced 
several feet apart.

“I have to say the John-
ston community really did 

band together to make this 
year possible,” DiLullo 
said. “Teachers, parents, 
students, and administra-
tors have had to do a lot of 
pivoting and extra support 
was needed for everyone in-
volved. We’ll be looking for-
ward to a normal year next 
year, hopefully.”

The school department 
formed a graduation com-
mittee this year, aimed at 
planning the best possible 
event under evolving pan-
demic circumstances. 

This year, if the weather 
refuses to cooperate, a rain 
date has been set for the 
following day, Saturday, 
June 19, the time to be deter-
mined. 

Other traditional se-
nior class events have also 
evolved with the tumultu-
ous times.

The senior class, in lieu 
of prom, held a cookout at 
Twelve Acres in Smithfield 
Wednesday night of gradu-
ation week.

Last year, the Class of 
2020 marched in the op-
posite direction, and the 
drive-in style commence-
ment featured a video trib-
ute displayed on two large 
screens. 

This year, the parade will 
end at the Mayor Joseph M. 
Polisena Athletic Complex 
and the distribution of di-
plomas should be more tra-
ditional.

Attendees will undergo a 
screening process, checking 
for Covid symptoms, but 
DiLullo said the screening 
will not include tempera-
ture checks.

■ Grads
(Continued from page 1)

COOKOUT PROM: The senior class, in lieu of prom, 
held a cookout at Twelve Acres in Smithfield Wednes-
day night of graduation week. (Courtesy photo)

Obituary

By PETE FONTAINE

“This weather really put a damp-
er on things today,” said Cullen 
McKain, who serves as sales/com-
munity relations director at The 
Bridge at Cherry Hill, as he scooted 
into a mobile blood donation unit 
and shook off Monday’s rain drops. 
“We didn’t plan on this.”

Nor did any of McKain’s col-
leagues at the Century Park assist-
ed living and retirement center in 
Johnston, as Monday was National 
Blood Donor Day.

“We were really hoping for some 
special results,” McKain said, “es-
pecially since there is a severe short-
age of blood everywhere.”

Despite the inclement weather, 
the Rhode Island Blood Center team 
arrived at The Bridge with their 
new mobile donor unit and com-
pleted the four-hour visit. Eight 
people donated blood, which McK-
ain said “could help save the lives of 
as many as two-dozen people.”

He also explained that other peo-
ple made appointments with the 
Rhode Island Blood Center online, 
and complimented Johnston Police 
Chief Joseph P. Razza for taking 
time out of his busy schedule to do-
nate blood.

“It was a couple of weeks ago that 
Cullen came to police headquarters 
to advertise the blood drive taking 
part at The Bridge,” Razza said. “I 
marked my calendar and made it a 
point to donate blood because it’s a 
great way to pay it forward, espe-
cially during a time when the de-
mand for blood is up and supply is 
down. And, today is National Blood 
Donor Day.”

The inclement weather also 
forced The Bridge’s dietary director 
and executive chef, Marvin Carter, 
to quickly adapt and change the lo-
cation of the previously advertised 
barbecue for donors.

“We planned on having the bar-
becue on the outside patio,” Carter 
said as he watched the rain, which 

was showing no sign of stopping. 
“So, we moved everything inside – 
into the Tea Room – to ensure that 
all donors had a good meal to assist 
them in replenishing from their do-
nating blood.”

But the barbecue, as Razza point-
ed out, it always something special 
at The Bridge.

As he has done during his ex-
traordinary tenure at The Bridge, 
Carter again put on a barbecue 
that included cheeseburgers and 
hotdogs, BBQ pulled pork, Mem-
phis chicken wings, grilled flank 
steak, shrimp tempura with Asian 
sweet chili glaze, New England 
style potato salad, Italian pasta 
salad and traditional garden sal-
ad.

Meanwhile, McKain – as well as 
Razza – encouraged people who 
would like to donate blood to con-
tact the Rhode Island Blood Cen-
ter located at 405 Promenade St. in 
Providence at 1-800-283-8385 or at 
customerservice@ribc.org.

The Bridge hosts National Blood Donor Day event

CHIEF CONNECTED: Rhode Island Blood Center staffer Mary Naphay hooks up Johnston Police Chief Joseph 
P. Razza, who was among to people who donated blood during gave blood donation during Monday’s small yet 
important celebration of National Blood Day at The Bridge at Cherry Hill. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)
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Nothing can unify a divided population quite as fast 
as an exponentially large pothole – right?

Whether you’re a staunch conservative, a far-left 
liberal or somewhere in between, we can all share common 
animosity towards the familiar experience of seeing a giant 
chunk of highway missing a split second too late to swerve 
away from it – followed by the silent praying that happens 
immediately after impact where you wait to hear the dreaded 
“thud, thud, thud” sound of a flat tire.

We all need to get places, and we all need roads, bridges, 
and highways to get to those places. Unfortunately, maintain-
ing these resources is costly, time-consuming and burden-
some – which often encourages politicians at every level of 
government to defer such maintenance as long as possible. 

When that deferred maintenance finally becomes so dras-
tic it can no longer be ignored, whichever unlucky politicians 
find themselves in charge at that time must then go about fig-
uring out how to make up for decades of disrepair while im-
pacting their constituencies the least – whether it be through 
physical construction delays and detours while roads and 
bridges are fixed, or the financial consequences of higher 
taxes necessary to pay for these expensive projects.

The country finds itself at such a pivotal crossroads regard-
ing its infrastructural future right now. 

Rhode Island might be used as the marquee example of 
infrastructural woes on the NBC Nightly News – featuring a 
frightful sight that more resembled a giant Jenga board than a 
bridge – but our plight is far from unique. Across the nation, 
roads, bridges, dams, levies and other major infrastructural 
features rank perilously close to failure in terms of their safety, 
overall condition and remaining usability. 

However, you could actually argue that Rhode Island is 
doing better than some of its lowly-ranked infrastructural 
peers. We recently jumped Iowa and West Virginia (no longer 
last place!) in the percentage of structural sufficient bridges, 
and are actively addressing some of our most crucial infra-
structural issues through state bonding and the continuing 
RhodeWorks program – which began in 2016 and aims to 
make 90 percent of the state’s bridges structurally sufficient 
by 2025.

President Biden’s administration has also now advanced 
a $2.3 trillion nationwide infrastructure plan that aims to 
address infrastructural physical deficiencies and utilize tem-
porary corporate tax rate increases – combined with closing 
corporate tax loopholes and infusing the IRS with $80 billion 
in additional funding through his $1.8 trillion “American 
Families Plan” to better identify and shake down tax avoid-
ing companies – to pay for it all.

As with any ambitious agenda, there is bound to be skepti-
cism and conflicting reports about how effective these plans 
will actually be. 

For example, while proponents of the infrastructure plan 
herald it as a means to create living-wage, union-protected 
jobs, the independent Tax Foundation reported that the long-
term effect of raising the corporate tax rate would actually 
result in over 100,000 fewer jobs down the road – a result of 
workers being the ones to bear the brunt of capital tax hikes 
through things like lower salaries and increased cost of corpo-
rate growth and development. 

However, the primary gripe you will continue to hear – 
especially from the right side of the aisle – regarding the in-
frastructure spending plan is the elements that don’t reflect 
traditional definitions of “infrastructure”, such as the $400 
billion that is earmarked for improving healthcare for senior 
citizens and individuals with disabilities.

Republican lawmakers have proposed their own pared 
back infrastructure bill that would seek to eliminate any talk 
of funding any cause that does not fit a traditional definition 
of infrastructure, and it will remain to be seen how far the 
Democrats are willing to bend on such an ultimatum. Ironi-
cally enough, one of the methods the Tax Foundation sup-
ports to raise the necessary money instead of corporate tax 
increases – a significant hike of the gas tax – is a non-starter 
with Republican legislators.

The key disagreement essentially boils down to the ques-
tion: If infrastructure is defined as the physical, logistical 
components that allow our economy to function, do people 
therefore count as infrastructure? 

The question sounds ridiculous, but when you think about 
how many otherwise healthy Americans are foregoing work-
ing and contributing to the economy in order to take care of 
their elderly or disabled family members, the concept doesn’t 
seem so whacky. If facilities to care for these individuals are 
necessary to allow hundreds of thousands of Americans to 
work and contribute to the economy – and such facilities 
simply do not exist in the capacity necessary – would that not 
conceptually fit the definition of an infrastructural problem?

Unfortunately, given the current polarization-fueled grid-
lock in Congress – further complicated by the dissension 
within Biden’s own Democratic Party – it seems unlikely that 
there will be a bipartisan answer to this bipartisan problem 
with the sort of rapidity that it warrants.

For now, Rhode Islanders will just have to keep a keen eye 
out for those potholes.

Where potholes 
and politics meet

By JULIE A.  
CASIMIRO, MICHAEL W. 

CHIPPENDALE,  
ANASTASIA WILLIAMS 
and THOMAS NORET

Since 2016 the House 
Oversight Committee has 
been reviewing opera-
tions of the Department of 
Children Youth and Fami-
lies (DCYF.) The result of 
these reviews exposed tre-
mendous failures within 
DCYF – a direct correla-
tion to the state’s unwill-
ingness to properly sup-
port this agency.

Deaths, child-traffick-
ing, abuse, inappropriate 
placements, overworked 
and unsupported social 
workers and an inability 
to provide the obligatory 
services these children re-
quire indicates a clear and 
present crisis in our child 
welfare agency. This crisis 
has been exacerbated by 
nepotism, unearned pro-
motions and the creation 
of unnecessary positions 
in recent years. These 
tragedies are not the result 
of our dedicated DCYF 
staff – but the one-sided 
system and its failed lead-
ership.

The time for reform is 
now, and for these rea-
sons we are proposing a 
two-pronged approach to 
fix the mess we know as 
DCYF.

First, funding is needed 
to boost the frontline staff, 
their support staff, and to 
improve the department’s 
aged and broken-down 
vehicle fleet. At this point 
in time, the children in the 
care of our state depend 
on these departmental in-
vestments and we must 

prioritize them until the 
dysfunction and waste is 
rooted out and corrected.

Second, and more im-
portantly a thorough top-
to-bottom performance 
audit must be executed. 
We asked the Auditor 
General to assist us and a 
clear plan has been identi-
fied to tackle this impera-
tive task. The children 
in the care of DCYF are 
owed at least this much.

In 2019 the Legislature 
appropriated $500,000 to 
begin a DCYF accredi-
tation process – a legal 
mandate since 2010. Re-
grettably, it appears the 
administration did its own 
“assessment” and made 
the unilateral determina-
tion that it would require 
“too many” adjustments 
to gain accreditation. 
Where did the $500,000 go 
and how was it used? This 
money could have been 
allocated to start the audit, 
yet we were informed that 
the funds are no longer 
with DCYF – a perfect il-
lustration of why we need 
a thorough, top-down in-
spection. A review of the 
processes and organiza-
tional structure of DCYF 
will offer the legislature 
a clear and unambiguous 
picture of what reforms 
are needed, and then we 
can execute a plan to cor-
rect the failures.

How do we know re-
forms are in order? When 
we look at our neighbor-
ing state of Connecticut 
– a state with 354% of 
Rhode Island’s popula-
tion – their Child Welfare 
agency costs $600,000 
less to run than Rhode Is-
land’s. That tells us all we 

really need to know.
How many more chil-

dren must die in the care 
of DCYF? How long will 
we accept the merry-
go-round of new Direc-
tors and “management 
approaches” offered as 
excuses for the harm af-
fecting children in DCYF 
care? When the rhetoric 
end and the time to act on 
meaningful reforms takes 
center stage? Simply put, 
these vulnerable children 
– who have already suf-
fered too much trauma 
and uncertainty – not only 
need an audit of DCYF, 
they (and the taxpayers 
of Rhode Island) deserve 
it. The time has come to 

stop the discourse on the 
agency failures and use 
our resources to rebuild 
DCYF as an effective and 
accountable intervention 
for Rhode Island’s most at 
risk children.

Rep. Julie A. Casimiro is a 
Democrat representing Dis-
trict 31 (North Kingstown 
and Exeter). Minority Whip 
Michael W. Chippendale is 
a Republican representing 
District 40 (Coventry, Fos-
ter and Glocester). Rep. An-
astasia Williams is a Demo-
crat representing District 9 
(Providence). Rep. Thomas 
Noret is a Democrat repre-
senting District 25 (Coven-
try, West Warwick).

Actions, no more words:  
Our vulnerable children need a DCYF audit
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The victim told police he was 
calling to give them a “play by 
play” of his pursuit, according 
to a report written by Johnston 
Police Officer Adam M. Parkin-
son.

The victim told police that 
around 6:25 a.m. he was in the 
bathroom of his home when he 
head his work truck start up in 
the driveway.

At first, the victim told po-
lice he didn’t think much of the 
truck starting, since it was about 
the normal time his employee 
arrives to start the truck. 

When he looked outside, he 
noticed the vehicle was miss-
ing from the driveway. The man 
checked his home surveillance 
camera and saw a man, wearing 
all black and wearing a back-
pack, steal the truck. He then 
called police.

While on the phone with 
police, the man witnessed the 
truck being driven in his neigh-
borhood down Heritage Circle, 
according to the police report.

He got into his wife’s vehicle 
and began to follow the truck, 
and caught up to the vehicle as it 

parked in front of 48 Pocasset St.
The man drove up to the side 

of his truck and confronted the 
man inside. 

He told police he was trying 
to “cut the suspect off,” accord-
ing to the report.

The victim told police the sus-
pect seemed preoccupied with 
something in his lap. When the 
victim yelled “Oh!” at the al-
leged thief, he startled him, and 
he attempted to take off, floor-
ing the gas pedal.

When the suspect, identified 
by police as Dylan A. Pellegri-
no, of 39 Drowne St., Cranston, 
attempted to drive away, he 
struck a telephone pole in front 
of him, disabling the truck.

It appeared the escape at-
tempt broke the passenger-side 
front axle, according to the re-
port.

Police said Pellegrino exited 
the vehicle and sprinted away, 
dropping an umbrella outside 
44 Pocasset St.

The victim continued follow-
ing Pellegrino from inside his 
wife’s car, while updating police 
of his whereabouts. 

As Pellegrino reached Plain-
field Street, he started walking 
eastbound at a casual pace, po-
lice said. 

When the first officers arrived 
on scene, Pellegrino removed 
his jacket and tossed it to the 
side of the road.

Soon after, Parkinson took 
him into custody, and seized the 
jacket and umbrella as evidence. 

The victim also handed po-
lice a Versace sunglasses case 
containing a pair of Raybans he 
said the suspect tossed upon the 
arrival of police. 

The victim reviewed his home 
surveillance footage with police, 
according to the report.

The video shows a man wear-
ing black shoes with a white 
strip on the bottom, black pants, 

black jacket and a black back-
pack, walk up the driveway. 

The footage also shows the 
man standing next to the ve-
hicle with the driver’s side door 
open, and the vehicle leaving 
the driveway a minute later, ac-
cording to the police report.

The images, however, did not 
show a clear image of the driver 
of the stolen truck.

The clothing description giv-
en by the victim, and shown on 
the camera surveillance, how-
ever, matched the clothing worn 
by Pellegrino when he was tak-
en into custody.

Police said the truck’s ignition 

keys were inside the vehicle at 
the time of the theft, so there 
was no damage to the steering 
column.

The victim told police he 
would like to pursue a criminal 
complaint. 

Due to the positive identifica-
tion made by the victim, paired 
with the matching clothing de-
scription from his statement and 
the footage, sufficient probable 
cause was established and Pel-
legrino was arrested for the ve-
hicle theft. 

Pellegrino was charged with 
Possession of a Stolen Motor Ve-
hicle (second offense), a felony, 
police said. 

He was arraigned on the 
charge and given a District 
Court re-arraignment date of 
June 14, and another court date 
of Sept. 13.

Pellegrino was a bail and a 
probation violator and was re-
manded to the Adult Correc-
tional Institutions, police wrote 
in their report. 

National Grid was contacted 
to assess the damage to the util-
ity pole. Pellegrino was also is-
sued a summons for Duty in 
Accident Resulting in Damage 
to Highway Fixtures and Leav-
ing Lane of Travel.

■ Theft
(Continued from page 1)

Johnston Police headquarters
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LEGAL NOTICES

Having a 
blast

After last year’s festivi-
ties were canceled due to 
the pandemic, the Gaspee 
Days Parade and accom-
panying celebrations in 
the Pawtuxet section of 
Warwick and Cranston re-
turned over the weekend.

Above, members of the 
Pawtuxet Rangers set off a 
ceremonial cannon ahead 
of the mock burning of the 
Gaspee.

At right, Sgt. Christo-
pher Kenney of the Rang-
ers keeps time.  

Below, Steve Miller, left, 
and Jerry Peshka of the 
Gaspee Days Committee 
prepare the new model of 
the Gaspee for its maiden 
voyage.

Next year marks the 
250th anniversary of the 
1772 burning of the Gas-
pee.

(Sun Rise photos by Rory 
Schuler)
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Sports

Taking  
a break

By ALEX SPONSELLER

Cranston East football 
head coach Tom Centore 
announced that he will be 
stepping away from the 
sidelines prior to the fall 
football season.

Centore has been coach-

ing at East since the 2003 
season and was an assis-
tant at Johnston High un-
der his father Tony in the 
years prior.

Centore has been one of 
the top coaches to come 
through East, helping take 
the program from the Di-
vision II ranks to being 
one of the best Division 
I teams in the state over 
the past decade. Centore’s 
head coaching record 
is 75-60, and he led the 
Bolts to a Division I Su-

Centore 
steps down 
as head 
coach

Time was right 
for Centore

The Rhode Island foot-
ball community received 
some big news last week 
when longtime Cranston 
East football head coach 
Tom Centore announced 
that he would be stepping 
away from the sidelines.

This was not an easy 
decision for Centore, who 
had been wrestling with 
the idea for a couple of 
seasons. Although I do not 
believe he lost his edge as 
a coach, it does seem that 
this is the right time to step 
away. Not the right time 
as in the team is better off. 
The right time in that he 
seems to be at peace with 
his decision and the team 
is in a transitional period.

Centore comes from a 
football family, with his 
late father Tony being a 

legendary coach in the 
state as well. When it is all 
said and done, Tom will 
certainly be remembered 
as a legend in the state and 
arguably the best coach 
that East has ever had.

Now, I have only been 

My pitch

by 
Alex 

SponSeller
SportS editor

AlexS@
rhodybeAt.com

STEPPING AWAY: Cran-
ston East football coach 
Tom Centore during the 
2019 season. Centore re-
ently announced that he 
would be resigning as the 
team’s head coach. He 
has been leading the way 
on the East sideline since 
the 2003 season and 
helped guide the team to 
a Super Bowl title in 2017. 
(Sun Rise file photos)

Panthers fall in semis

JHS softball tops 
Prout in prelims
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Johnston softball 
team picked up a 3-2 win 
over host Prout in the 
preliminary round of the 
playoffs on Wednesday 
afternoon.

Prout would take a 1-0 
lead in the first inning but 
the Panthers wasted no 
time regaining the lead. 
Hailey Brown would 
knock in Tori Viau on an 
RBI double to knot the 
score at 1-1. Janitza Bo-
nilla would later get an 
RBI single to push Emily 

Iannuccilli home to make 
it 2-1.

Johnston would add 
some insurance in the 
sixth inning when Victoria 
Butler reached base, and 
her pinch runner would 
eventually reach home on 
multiple errors.

Johnston pitcher Taina 
Lopez finished the day 
with three strikeouts in 
the circle.

Johnston faced Scituate 
on Thursday afternoon in 
the quarters, but the re-
sults were not available at 
press time. 
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By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Johnston boys volleyball 
team fell in a 3-2 heartbreaker to St. 
Ray’s on Wednesday evening in the 

Division III Semifinals. 
The Saints would take the 

first set, 26-24. But, the Panthers 
bounced back to win the next two 
sets by scores of 25-18 and 25-14. 

The Saints closed out the win by 
taking the fourth set 25-13, then 

AT THE NET: Johnston’s Josh Philbrick battles a Burrillville defender. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)
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■ Panthers
(Continued from page 19)

the fifth set 18-16 to punch their ticket 
to this weekend’s state championship.

The Panthers had their best sea-
son as a program and was one of the 
state’s top groups this spring. Johnston 
finished the regular season with a 7-1 
record with a season finale win over 
Burrillville and secured the first seed 
and a first-round bye in the Division 
III playoffs. It was the team’s first ever 
postseason appearance as a program.

The Panthers finished the regular 

season when it traveled to Burrillville 
and swept the Broncos 3-0 by scores of 
25-20, 25-20 and 25-12.

After collecting 25-20 wins in the 
first and second set, the Panthers fell 
behind early in the third but would 
work their way back to knot the score 
at 10-10. After a Johnston timeout was 
called, the Panthers would roll to the 
tune of a 15-2 run to secure the vic-
tory.

“They’ve been doing that every 
game, they reset themselves. We tell 
them to calm down and take a deep 
breath and they do. Then they fire each 
other up and keep going,” said John-
ston coach Greta Lalli. 

Lalli was proud of the team’s break-
out campaign, especially considering 
the Johnston roster was relatively in-
experienced.

“This is a brand new team with only 
three returners. We didn’t have any ex-
pectations, we didn’t really know go-
ing into the year. The three returners 
were just sophomores the last season 
we played so they had not played very 
much at all. It’s almost like they can’t 
get into their own head because they 
don’t have any bad habits,” said Lalli.

“They ask questions, they don’t pre-
tend that they know. They are sponges 
at practice which has helped. Last sea-
son we played they went 1-14, but this 

year, you see that they really enjoy the 
game,” said Johnston assistant coach 
Margaret Guilmette.

Having a well-rounded roster and 
strong leadership was key for the Pan-
thers this year, according to Lalli.

“Deremy Stubbs brings that team 
mentality being from the football team 
and playing basketball. He’s every-
where and brings such a strength to 
them that they never had before. James 
(Guilmette), Davon (Ortiz), Deremy, 
they’ve been friends for the past few 
years and all bring their own thing to 
the table. They’re great athletes, great 
kids,” said Lalli.

BEST SEASON YET: Johnston’s James Guilmette (left) and Deremy Stubbs compete against Burrillville in the regular season finale last week.
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■ Pitch
(Continued from page 19)

per Bowl championship in 2017. East 
also reached the state championship 
game against Bishop Hendricken in 
2013.

“We played the season in the spring, I 
tried to get through the season one last 
time with the help of a lot of people. I 
had a lot of people supporting me. But 
I realized that I just couldn’t do it one 
more time right now, I need a break,” 
said Centore of the decision. “It’s just 
such a grind and I just couldn’t see my-
self doing that physically and mentally 
for one last season. It’s time to take a 
break.”

As for what is next, Centore has not 
thought too much about it. Although a 
future return to the sidelines is not off 
the table, Centore plans on making the 
most of his downtime.

“People keep asking me what I’m go-
ing to do, and I don’t have the answer. 
I’ll always be involved in some way, but 
I may never go back to coaching football 
again. I’m just going to try to embrace 
this life change, whatever it is. I’m just 
not sure what it’s going to be. It’s just 
time to take some time off for me after 
all of these years,” said Centore.

The decision was not an easy one, as 
Centore has been considering it since 

after the 2017 Super Bowl. After years 
of debate, Centore and his family felt 
that it was the right time to finally step 
away.

“I’m at peace, everyone is happy. The 
people close to me know what I’ve been 
through. It isn’t anything bad, it’s just 
been a long few years and I have been 
fighting it. I’m a very loyal person, and 
I don’t like to walk away from things. I 
feel like that I am disappointing people 
if I do what they don’t want me to do. I 
always stay, always try to do things, but 
not always because it’s for me. I had to 
make a decision for me this time.”

As he looks forward to the new chap-
ter in his life, Centore will also miss 
those who have come through the pro-
gram over the past two decades.

“The opportunity to impact so many 
kids, that’s the biggest thing. Bringing 
pride back to the school and program was 
also very important to me. To help build 
it from a Division II team to a Division I 
team and to compete for the playoffs al-
most every year was special. Getting to 
work with so many  great coaches. I was 
always afraid of losing that identity with 
those people, but then you realize that 
it’s more than just football,” said Centore. 
“Seeing kids get scholarships, building 
relationships with players, coaches, ad-
ministrators, parents, that’s what is im-
portant to me.”

here for three years, so I have not been 
able to experience decades of Rhode 
Island high school football. But, from 
what I have seen, heard and read, Cen-
tore’s programs were always consistent, 
disciplined, and tough.

Now, the Bolts have had consecutive 
down seasons in which they have failed 
to reach the playoffs. This is the worst 
stretch that Centore has ever had as a 
coach and he has admitted that these 
have been the most difficult years that 
he has faced.

Ultimately, it comes down to youth … 
the Bolts have had such a young roster 
over the past two seasons. Like many 
other schools, they have also seen a dip 
in numbers thanks to the whole private 
school situation as well as the pandem-
ic. 

More than anything, his decision to 
step away should boil down to his de-
sire to stick around. He has had a prov-
en product for years, is still highly re-
spected by his players and coaches, and 
has a lifetime of knowledge and skill as 
a football mind.

Every team and program goes 
through its ups and downs, especially 
at the high school level. The beauty and 
the curse of coaching at that level is that 
every four years, the reset button is hit.

Centore seems content in his deci-
sion, which is the most important part. 
In terms of where the team is, despite 
its record this spring, it was much more 
competitive than the previous fall. Cen-
tore and his staff have provided them 
with the fundamentals and that foun-
dation, so hopefully whoever steps in 
will be able to help the team continue to 
trend in the right direction. 

If you were to ask me what would 
have been in store for this team had 
Centore stuck around, I would say next 
year it would win a couple games, then 
the next season it would be back to be-
ing a true playoff factor. This team does 
have some nice pieces on each side of 
the ball and has some talent. It really 
was just missing experience and some 
size up front. Each of those will improve 
as the kids get older.

Like I said, there is no doubt in my 
mind that Centore and his staff would 
have righted the ship in short order. 
He’s just too accomplished as a coach 
not to have.

But, considering that he is ready for a 
break. Considering that the team is still 
in the middle of a learning curve. Con-
sidering there is still a ripple effect from 
the pandemic being felt. This seems to 

be a good time for him to finalize this 
decision.

Congrats, Tom. Good luck in what-
ever the future holds.

We’re right in the thick of graduation 
season which is one of the most exciting 
times of the years for our locals.

Each year, I like to take a moment to 
say congrats to all of our kids that are 
earning their diplomas. As a sports guy, 
I have to mention the student-athletes 
in particular.

I say it all the time, but there are few 
things in this world as difficult as be-
ing a student-athlete. Some people scoff 
at that notion, but I wholeheartedly feel 
that way.

Between attending school, complet-
ing homework assignments, studying 
for tests, preparing for college applica-
tions, working part-time job, and com-
peting in a sport on a daily basis? That’s 
a lot of work.

Sure, kids are resilient and sports are 
fun … it’s not like playing a sport is a 
burden by any means. But my point is 
that high school and college student-
athletes have very little downtime and 
are constantly being pulled in every 
which way. 

So, for those kids that have completed 
their four years and have crossed the 
finished line, congratulations. Regard-
less of whether or not you play sports, 
just walking across the stage and being 
handed that diploma is a huge accom-
plishment. 

For all of our seniors, best of luck mov-
ing forward. As for our student-athletes 
that will be continuing their playing ca-
reers at the next level, best of luck and 
I look forward to seeing what you ac-
complish. For families of kids that are 
going to compete in college in the next 
few years, always keep Beacon Commu-
nications in mind. We are always look-
ing to keep up with our locals. 

Last thing that I will touch on here.
It looks like the Power Four Division 

will be no longer in high school football 
next fall. I like it.

I understand the point … to give every 
team a chance to compete for a champi-
onship and allow the perennial power-
houses like Bishop Hendricken and La 
Salle to fight amongst themselves.

I like the challenge of a public school 
trying to upset the private schools. Not 
to mention the fact that every team’s 
goal is to win a championship, and for 
Division I teams, a chance to compete 
for a state title. It’s easy for me to say 
that I like the merging of the divisions 
and the realignment since I am not a 
coach, player or family member. As an 
outside looking in, I am actually fine 
with it. 

Let the games begin. 

■ Centore
(Continued from page 19)

FAMILY BUSINESS: 
Tom Centore (left) joins 
his father Tony (center) 
after he was inducted into 
the Johnston High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame back 
in 2012. Alongside is 
Tom’s son Jason (right), 
who would go on to coach 
under his father for Crans-
ton East. 
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Infuse Bright, Nutritional Flavor into Summer
FAMILY FEATURES 

When families fire up their grills and turn to favorite summer recipes for filling meals, nutritional 
considerations are often not the focus. However, this doesn’t have to be the case. This year, 
you can rethink traditional seasonal menus by opting for main courses – and even desserts – 
that offer healthier returns by incorporating ingredients like whole oranges, which provide a 

multitude of nutritional benefits. 
Adding an ingredient like California Valencia oranges to your family’s dishes means you’re including a 

rich source of vitamin C (70% of the daily value) and an excellent source of folate (20% of the daily value) 
in your seasonal spread. As a balance of sweet and tart, the extra juicy oranges reach their peak in summer, 
making them perfect for warm-weather recipes, juicing or as portable snacks to take along on adventures. 

Plus, their anti-inflammatory benefits help support the body, especially as outdoor activities increase in 
the warm weather. The potassium found in oranges also helps support cell function, healthy blood pressure 
levels, bone health and hydration.

When it comes to meal planning, oranges are a highly versatile fruit that can be added to both sweet and 
savory dishes, as well as beverages, cocktails, sauces, frozen desserts, smoothies and more. To introduce a 
depth of flavor and burst of nutrition to dishes, add a sprinkle of zest, segments or fresh-squeezed juice, or 
even grill the fruit to bring out the flavor. 

Try combining them with tastes of the Mediterranean for dinner with Orange and Harissa Glazed Beef 
Kebabs or end your meal with a refreshing sweet treat like Orange Ice Cream the entire family can enjoy. 

By introducing the sweetness of oranges to your warm-weather menu, you can infuse fresh flavor while 
rethinking family favorites. Visit CaliforniaCitrusGrowers.com for more information on California oranges. 

Orange Ice Cream
Prep time: 1 hour
Servings: 6
 2  cups California Valencia orange juice,  
   freshly squeezed
 1 1/2  cups whole milk
 1 1/2  cups heavy cream
 1/2  vanilla bean
 2  tablespoons glucose syrup or corn syrup
 1/4  cup non-fat dry milk powder
 2/3  cup granulated sugar
 3  egg yolks
 2  California Valencia oranges, zest only
  California Valencia orange slices,  
   for garnish
Prepare ice cream making vessel or unit, such as old-
fashioned churner or ice cream machine with motor.

Reduce orange juice to 1 cup; ice down to chill.
In saucepan over medium heat, combine milk, 

cream, vanilla scraped pod and seeds, and glucose 
syrup until hot; remove from heat. Steep 30 minutes.

In bowl, combine milk powder and sugar. Add 
dry mixture into hot cream mixture. Whisk to 
combine. Return mixture to medium heat.

In separate heat-safe bowl, combine egg yolks 
and orange zest.

In small increments, pour hot mixture over yolks 
and zest. Mix vigorously while pouring.

Cook to 185 F.
Remove from heat and pour through fine strainer. 

Hand-blend until smooth.
Ice down immediately. Add cooled, reduced 

orange juice. Hand blend to combine.
Spin and freeze then follow directions according 

to machine or vessel to make ice cream.
Serve with orange slices.

Orange and Harissa Glazed Beef Kebabs
Prep time: 2 hours
Cook time: 20 minutes
Servings: 2
 1/2  cup California Valencia orange juice,  
   freshly squeezed
 2  California Valencia oranges, zested  
   and segmented
 2  tablespoons harissa paste
 2  tablespoons honey
 2  tablespoons olive oil
 1  tablespoon fresh mint leaves,  
   roughly chopped
	 2		 garlic	cloves,	finely	chopped
 8  ounces beef tenderloin, cut into 2-inch cubes
 1  green bell pepper, cut into 2-inch squares
 1  red onion, cut into 2-inch squares

	 16		 broccoli	florets,	raw
  kosher salt, to taste
  black pepper, to taste
  cooked couscous
  mandarin chutney
In mixing bowl, combine orange juice and zest, harissa, 
honey, oil, mint and garlic; mix well.

Add beef cubes and toss to coat; marinate 2 hours 
in refrigerator.

Using long skewers, build kebabs, alternating beef, 
peppers, onions and broccoli on each.

Heat grill to medium-high heat.
Season kebabs with salt and pepper, to taste. Grill 

until vegetables are cooked through and beef reaches 
desired doneness.

Serve over bed of couscous and top with  
mandarin chutney.



Johnston Sun Rise24 Friday, June 18, 2021


	sr01
	sr02
	sr03
	sr04
	sr05
	sr06
	sr07
	sr08
	sr09
	sr10
	sr11
	sr12
	sr13
	sr14
	sr15
	sr16
	sr17
	sr18
	sr19
	sr20
	sr21
	sr22
	sr23
	sr24

